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Outdoor Challenge 
 

 

Take an active part in at least eight nights away as a 
Scout. Four of the nights should be camping. While 
you’re away, work with other Scouts do the other 
tasks on this list.  
 
Take them on a variety of camps, maybe a mixture of 
one night away, whole weekends or even a week. Just 
make sure you have the right permits.  
  
With others, pitch and strike your tent. 
 
Nice and simple, get the Scouts to pitch their own tent. 

This can be whatever tents you normally use. 

 

Check out the resources from Scout Adventure: 

https://www.scoutadventures.org.uk/sites/default/files

/2018-05/Tents%20-%20Factsheet_0.pdf  

 

 Lead, or help to lead, a group of Scouts to set up a 
well-organised site. It should include sleeping tents, 
food and equipment stores, a fire or stove, kitchen and 
eating area. 
 
Leave this for your most experienced Scouts. Pick a 

couple of Scouts to assist you with getting the other 

Scouts to set out the campsite. Get the chosen Scouts to 

make the decisions on where things should be 

positioned on our campsite, offer them a little guidance. 

  
Prepare and light an open fire or set up a suitable 
stove. Use it to prepare, cook and serve a meal safely. 
 
Get the Scouts to build a fire, I shouldn’t think they 
would have a problem with this. You can teach them 
about the best wood to make a fire for cooking on and 
then get them to cook on it. Check out this backwoods 
cooking website 
 

 

 

 
Understand the three points of the Countryside Code. 
Show what action you can take to follow the code. 

 
Respect-Protect-Enjoy, these are the 3 key points of the 
Countryside Code. Check out here 
Respect – the Scouts could talk about what they can do 
to be respectful of other campers 
Protect – get them to think about leaving the site with 
no trace, i.e. litter 
Enjoy – most importantly, get them to enjoy the 

outdoors  

  
Find out why personal and campsite hygiene is 
important. What should you do to be hygienic? 

 

Get them to think about the things they do on camp. 

This can be done as a mind map before or at the start of 

a camp to remind them of why hygiene at camp is 

important. 

http://www.inquiry.net/outdoor/skills/b-p/hygiene.htm  

 

 
  
Using knots that you have learned, build a simple 
pioneering project, object or camp gadget. 

 
You could get them to build a washing up station, a 
washing line or a table. Check out here 
  
Explore the environment of your camp and make sure 
you know where everything is. Respect the 
environment you are in and, at the end of the camp, 
leave the site as you found it. 
 
Allow the Scouts time to go off and explore the 
campsite, it’s good for them to know their surroundings. 
Then get them to look after the site, litter picking and 
make sure the site is kept tidy.  
 
 

https://www.scoutadventures.org.uk/sites/default/files/2018-05/Tents%20-%20Factsheet_0.pdf
https://www.scoutadventures.org.uk/sites/default/files/2018-05/Tents%20-%20Factsheet_0.pdf
http://www.shurdington.org/Downloads/BackwoodsCooking.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-countryside-code
http://www.inquiry.net/outdoor/skills/b-p/hygiene.htm
http://www.pioneeringmadeeasy.co.uk/


#NorfolkScouts#SkillsForLife 
 

 

 

 
Find out what accidents and incidents can happen 
outdoors or during your camp. Show how you would 
deal with them. 
 
At the start of the camp, get the Scouts to identify what 
hazards are around the site and how they can injure 
themselves. This helps with knowing the rules. You can 
then get them to talk through what they would do in 
different scenarios. It would help if the scouts have 
completed some of the Emergency aid badges. 
 
Show how to use an axe, saw or knife safely. You can 
choose any or all of these tools. 
 
A good skill to have, and in today’s world in good to 
teach respect for these tools. Check out this Scout 
factsheet. 
https://members.scouts.org.uk/factsheets/FS315070.pd
f 
 

  
 
Complete at least four of these tasks: 

- Provide a service commitment to the site for 
about an hour. 

- Take part in a wide game.  
- Take part in a campfire or other entertainment. 
- Working with others, successfully complete a 

two-hour activity or project. 
- Plan a balanced menu for a short camp. 
- Lead the cooking of a meal for the group. 
- Show that you know the safety precautions for 

using lamps and stoves. 
- Cook a backwoods meal with the group. 
- Build a bivouac and sleep in it. 
- Show how to pack a rucksack correctly, with 

appropriate kit for the camp or event. 
-  

Site service – you could ask the site manager if there is 
any work that needs doing. This could be clearing out 
woodlands 
 
 
 

 
Wide game – a couple of ideas are, capture the flag and 
sardines. You can find more: 
https://www.scoutresources.org.uk/SR/games/games_
wide.html  
 
Campfire – this is a traditional part of any camp. Have a 
singalong and act out some sketches. 
Songs: 
https://www.scoutresources.org.uk/SR/songs/index.ht
ml  
Sketches:  
https://www.11thnuneaton.org.uk/campfire-
sketches.html  
 
Menu planning – get the Scouts to plan their menu for 
the camp. Tell them that they have to cook it, they will 
probably pick what you normally do on camp, but you 
might want to guide them 
 
Backwoods cooking – you could get them to cook on 
fire for the whole camp or you could do this as an 
activity. Check out these websites: 
http://www.shurdington.org/Downloads/BackwoodsCo
oking.pdf  
 
https://prod-cms.scouts.org.uk/media/7374/campfire-
cookbook.pdf  
 
Bivouac – sleeping under the stars. A brilliant 
experience for all Scouts. Check out here for additional 
help: https://www.birminghamscouts.org.uk/whats-
on/bivouac/ 
 
Rucksack – A good resource for packing your bag:  
https://www.cotswoldoutdoor.com/the-
knowledge/walking/how-to-pack-a-rucksack.html  
Video - 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TwfmVD77ins  
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